
 
 
 
 
 
Mr. President, distinguished delegates, 
 
As an island State situated in the North Atlantic, Iceland has for decades been dependent on 
shipping and fishing. Fisheries are an important factor in Iceland’s economy. In the last 
decades Iceland has ranked in top twenty on the list of world catch by countries, with around 
1.3 million tonnes. Currently, export by fisheries products are about 40%, which gives clear 
indication of the importance of fisheries for the country.  
 
Throughout its history, Iceland has suffered an alarming number of fishermens’ lives and of 
fishing vessels lost every year. For centuries, this was considered an unavoidable toll to be 
paid, often with a fatalistic belief, especially due to the unforgiving climate, with prevailing 
high winds and enormous significant wave heights, especially in winter. From the settlement 
of Iceland, countless lives have been lost at sea off the Icelandic coast. In recent decades, this 
trend has been dramatically reversed. From 1973, when 65 seamen of a total of 4000 lost their 
lives, the curve has been downward. Indeed, the year 2008 was a year without any fatal 
accidents among Icelandic fishermen and seafarers. This was also the case in 2011.  
 
This positive development has been achieved through numerous factors. Intense safety 
training during the last 27 years has changed fishermen’s attitude towards safety -- and risk 
assessment has helped to develop measures to reduce working accidents on board fishing 
vessels. Safety training at five-year intervals for all fishermen and seafarers has been 
mandatory for the last 20 years. Awareness-raising campaigns have been initiated on a regular 
basis for fishermen, seafarers and their families as well as shipowners. The fact that Iceland 
has managed to go from around 60 fatal accidents at sea per year to zero in 2008 and 2011 is 
not the least due to fact that national laws and regulations on ship-construction, design and 
equipment have been implemented on the basis of the provisions of the Torremolinos 
Convention and Protocol.  
 
Iceland took an active part in the preparation of those two instruments at IMO level. The 
former Director General of the Icelandic Maritime Administration, Mr. Hjálmar Bardarson, 
chaired the IMO Sub-committee on the Safety of Fishing Vessels for 13 years, from its 
establishment in 1964. That Sub-Committee was responsible for developing the provisions of 
the Torremolinos Convention.  
 
Iceland’s track-record in the fight against serious casualties at sea, as outlined in this 
statement, clearly proves that the battle against fatal accidents in fishing world-wide can be 
won. Iceland urges other IMO Member states to take active steps towards implementing the 
Torremolinos provisions into their national legislation, with the ultimate goal of eliminating 
the alarming death toll paid each year. The unacceptable loss of life thus far suffered in the 
fisheries sector could be substantially reduced by global and effective implementation of the 
1993 Torremolinos Protocol provisions through the new Agreement that we hope will be 
adopted on Thursday.  
 
Thank you, Mr. President 


